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Who are LACCA’s Approved lawyers of 2020? 

 

Ahead of the publication of the 2020 edition of LACCA Approved, we take a look at the results to find out who 

Latin America’s leading law firm partners are, as voted for by in-house counsel.   

Next month, the Latin American Corporate Counsel Association will be launching the latest edition of LACCA 

Approved, bringing together some of the region’s leading private practice lawyers who have been personally 
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recommended by our members, the top general counsel from around the region. Ahead of the release, we 

take a sneak peek at the results to find out some of the lawyers and law firms that made the cut.   

A breakdown of the results  

Through hundreds of votes and personal nominations received by LACCA through the course of the year, Latin 

America’s in-house world has identified the best partners in their field.  

The results reveal that 35% of this year’s Approved lawyers were from Latin America’s largest jurisdiction, 

Brazil. The jurisdiction with the second-largest number of votes was Mexico, with just under 11% of the total 

LACCA Approved nominations.  

1) Approved lawyers by country 

 

A little over 25% of the lawyers included in this year’s edition were specialised in corporate and M&A, while 

11% were from banking and finance and litigation practice areas. The tax landscape across Latin America can 

be extremely difficult for businesses to navigate and remains an area in which local in-house teams rely 

heavily on the help of external counsel. This year was no exception and many countries witnessed reforms 

over the past year, including actions taken as a result of the BEPS project, which was reflected in the research 

with 10% of this year’s Approved lawyers specialised in tax. 

2) Approved lawyers by practice area 
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Our latest research shows that full-service firm Trench Rossi Watanabe retains the highest number of 

Approved lawyers in the region, with 55 included in this year’s edition. Out of these, 12 were nominated in 

the tax category and seven in both the corporate and M&A and litigation practices. Transactional titan Mattos 

Filho, Veiga Filho, Marrey Jr e Quiroga Advogados holds the second-highest number of lawyers in this year’s 

rankings with 41 included, half of which were voted for in the corporate and M&A and tax practice areas. 

Pinheiro Neto Advogados, Veirano Advogados, Machado Meyer Advogados and TozziniFreire Advogados 

were also high up in the rankings. 

3) Brazilian firms with most Approved lawyers 

 

In Mexico, it was Creel, García-Cuéllar, Aiza y Enriquez SC that came out on top, with 18 lawyers included in 

the listings. Year after year, the firm routinely demonstrates a flair for complex M&A, banking and finance 

and capital markets deals so it is unsurprising that many of their lawyers were nominated in these practice 

areas. Hogan Lovells (Mexico) also did well this year, with 15 of its lawyers represented in the research, as 

did full-service institution Basham, Ringe y Correa, with 10 lawyers included. 

4) Mexican firms with most Approved lawyers 
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Lawyers from Argentine firms were also heavily represented in this year’s research. Beccar Varela boasts 23 

partners in the Approved 2020 edition and is best known for its corporate and M&A and banking and finance 

work. The country’s largest firm, Marval, O'Farrell & Mairal, holds the second highest number of Approved 

lawyers this year, with 22 partners included for categories ranging from data, technology and privacy, IP law 

and tax to corporate and M&A. 

5) Argentine firms with most Approved lawyers 

 

Two firms in Chile boast the highest number of nominated lawyers this year. Both Barros & Errázuriz 

Abogados and Carey have 18 of their lawyers nominated across various practice areas. Barros is well known 

locally for its corporate and finance practices, but among its lawyers voted for by in-house counsel were those 

highly regarded in the litigation, labour, tax, energy and antitrust areas. By the same token, the lawyers 

nominated from Carey, Chile’s largest firm, were specialised across a range of practice areas including energy, 

corporate and M&A and capital markets. 

6) Chilean firms with most Approved lawyers 
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In Colombia, it was regional firm Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU & Uría (Colombia) that holds the highest 

number of lawyers, with a total of 23 included in the latest edition. The firm has a solid corporate and M&A 

department, so it is unsurprising that most partners nominated came from this practice area; however, others 

were also included from the firm’s labour and antitrust and competition practices. 

7) Colombian firms with most Approved lawyers 

 

For Central America, firms with a regional presence retain the most Approved lawyers this year, with 

Consortium leading the way with 21 in total. The firm is widely recognised in the region’s finance sector, so it 

is of little surprise that the majority of partners included were voted for in the banking and finance and 

corporate and M&A categories. GCs also highlighted several of the firm’s litigation lawyers for bringing a 

wealth of experience to the toughest of disputes; some were also recommended for their experience in 

labour matters. 

Arias came in second place this year, with 17 lawyers nominated, while BLP came in close third with 14 lawyers 

highlighted in the latest research. 

8) Central American firms with the most Approved lawyers 

 

Peru has one of the most competitive legal environments in the region, which means local firms are often 

large, with full-service offerings. Rodrigo, Elías & Medrano Abogados is one such firm and widely recognised 

as one of the best in almost every practice area. This is reflected in the specialisations of partners nominated 

to this year’s Approved edition, which range from competition law, anti-corruption and arbitration to energy, 

labour and litigation. 

9) Peruvian firms with most Approved lawyers 
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Elsewhere in Latin America, GCs nominated 16 lawyers from regional firm Ferrere, one based in Bolivia, two 

in Ecuador, four in Paraguay and nine in Uruguay. In Ecuador, Pérez Bustamante & Ponce Abogados, the 

country’s largest firm, boasts the most Approved lawyers, with 11 included in the rankings. Guyer & Regules 

led the way in Uruguay this year with 11 nominated across a broad range of categories, while in Venezuela it 

was D'Empaire and Leĝa that came out on top. 

10) Firms with the most Approved lawyers from elsewhere in the region 

 

The LACCA Approved 2020 edition is due to be published online the end of September and will also be 

published in print in LACCA’s Annual Report. 

To see the LACCA Approved 2019 edition please click here. 

 

Methodology  

The frequent feedback from LACCA members at meetings and elsewhere is that finding trustworthy, 

consistently good counsel in Latin America is still difficult. Thus, LACCA launched our Approved lawyers, who 

are lawyers from private practice who have been personally recommended by our members, the top general 

counsel from around the region. In the research process, these nominations from members are verified, 

counted and also weighted, with the region’s biggest buyers of legal services being given more prominence 

in the process. Private practitioners are then selected for inclusion by practice area and by country.  

 

Practice area : In-house 

Country : Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Uruguay, Ecuador, International, 

Paraguay, Bolivia, Dominican Republic 

 
 

 


